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Canada

Official Application Processing Times Indicator

Last updated on 21st January 2009
Warning: Please note that the processing times below are provided as an indication only and are subject to change at any time without prior notification. Please contact your assigned Immigration Consultant or Migration Agent for an update.

Retroactive to 27 February 2008, there is a faster processing time (within 6- 12 months) for new federal skilled worker applications from candidates who:
· are in 38 high-demand occupations (listed in full below) such as health, skilled trades, finance and resource extraction; or 

· have an offer of arranged employment: or 

· have already been living legally in Canada for one year as a temporary foreign worker or international student. 

New federal skilled worker applications that do not meet the eligibility criteria outlined above will not be processed, and the application fee will be fully refunded by Citizenship and Immigration Canada. 

The 38 high-demand occupations (listed by their National Occupation Categories) are:

· 0111 Financial Managers   
· 0213 Computer and Information Systems Managers 

· 0311 Managers in Health Care 

· 0631 Restaurant and Food Service Managers 

· 0632 Accommodation Service Managers 

· 0711 Construction Managers 

· 1111 Financial Auditors and Accountants 

· 2113 Geologists, Geochemists and Geophysicists 

· 2143 Mining Engineers 

· 2144 Geological Engineers 

· 2145 Petroleum Engineers 
· 3111 Specialist Physicians 

· 3112 General Practitioners and Family Physicians 

· 3141 Audiologists and Speech Language Pathologists 
· 3143 Occupational Therapists 

· 3142 Physiotherapists 

· 3151 Head Nurses and Supervisors 

· 3152 Registered Nurses 

· 3215 Medical Radiation Technologists 

· 3233 Licensed Practical Nurses 

· 4121 University Professors 

· 4131 College and Other Vocational Instructors 

· 6241 Chefs 

· 6242 Cooks 

· 7213 Contractors and Supervisors, Pipefitting Trades 

· 7215 Contractors and Supervisors, Carpentry Trades 

· 7217 Contractors and Supervisors, Heavy Construction Equipment Crews 

· 7241 Electricians (Except Industrial and Power System) 

· 7242 Industrial Electricians 

· 7251 Plumbers 

· 7252 Steamfitters, Pipefitters and Sprinkler System Installers 

· 7265 Welders and Related Machine Operators 

· 7312 Heavy-Duty Equipment Mechanics 

· 7371 Crane Operators 

· 7372 Drillers and Blasters – Surface Mining, Quarrying and Construction 

· 8221 Supervisors, Mining and Quarrying 

· 8222 Supervisors, Oil and Gas Drilling and Service 

· 9212 Supervisors, Petroleum, Gas and Chemical Processing and Utilities 

Average Processing Times for Skilled, Business, Spouse and Parent Migration

(Please note that all processing times indicated are based on 50% of applicants receiving their visas in the time indicated.  Processing times for temporary work permits do not include the time required to obtain a labour market opinion from Service Canada).
For permanent residence applicants resident in Germany, The Netherlands or Belgium applying under Skilled Migration, Business migration, Spouse Migration or Parent Migration, the Canadian immigration office assigned to your case will be Berlin - Germany, Canadian Embassy.
Germany – Berlin, Canadian Embassy 
	Visas
	Average Processing Times at Berlin

	Skilled Migration
	6-12 months (if meeting 1 of the 3 the criteria above)

	Business Migration
	18 Months

	Spouse and Partners Migration
	8 Months

	Parents and Grandparents Migration
	11 Months 

	Temporary (student)
	7 days or less

	Temporary (work permit)
	7 – 14 days


For permanent residence applicants resident in the United Kingdom applying under Skilled Migration, Business migration, Spouse Migration or Parent Migration, the Canadian immigration office assigned to your case will be London – England, Canadian High Commission.
UK - London

	Visas
	Average Processing Times at London Visa Office

	Skilled Migration
	6-12 months (if meeting 1 of the 3 the criteria above)

	Business Migration
	33 Months (13 Months - Quebec)

	Spouse and Partners Migration 
	4 Months

	Parents and Grandparents Migration 
	7 Months 

	Temporary (student)
	14 days

	Temporary (work permit)
	7 – 14 days


For permanent residence applicants resident in Poland applying under Skilled Migration, Spouse Migration or Parent Migration, the Canadian immigration office assigned to your case will be Warsaw – Poland, the Canadian Embassy
Poland - Warsaw

	Visas
	Average Processing Times at Warsaw

	Skilled Migration
	6-12 months (if meeting 1 of the 3 the criteria above)

	Business Migration
	52 Months  

	Spouse and Partners Migration 
	4 Months

	Parents and Grandparents Migration
	9 Months 

	Temporary (student)
	2 days or less

	Temporary (work permit)
	2 days or less


For permanent residence applicants resident in Australia or New Zealand applying under Skilled Migration, Spouse Migration or Parent Migration, the Canadian immigration office assigned to your case will be Sydney – Australia, Consulate General of Canada
Australia - Sydney

	Visas
	Average Processing Times at Sydney

	Skilled Migration
	6-12 months (if meeting 1 of the 3 the criteria above)

	Business Migration
	52 Months  

	Spouse and Partners Migration
	5 Months

	Parents and Grandparents Migration
	15 Months 

	Temporary (student)
	14 days

	Temporary (work permit)
	7 – 14 days


For permanent residence applicants resident in Canada (for temporary lawful resident only) applying under Skilled Migration, Business migration, Spouse Migration or Parent Migration, the Canadian immigration office assigned to your case will be Buffalo USA, Consulate General of Canada

Canada - Buffalo USA

	Visas
	Average Processing Times - Buffalo

	Skilled Migration
	6-12 months (if meeting 1 of the 3 the criteria above)

	Business Migration
	46 Months (13 Months - Quebec)

	Spouse and Partners Migration
	5 Months

	Parents and Grandparents Migration
	7 Months 

	Temporary (student)
	28 days or less

	Temporary (work permit)
	7 – 14 days


For all applicants from a country of residence or visa category that is not specified above, you can determine your local Immigration office assigned to you by checking the CIC List of Countries and Corresponding Canadian Visa Offices at the following link: http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/information/offices/apply-where.asp or the processing times for other visa categories at the Visa Processing Times page at the following link: http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/information/times/index.asp  
Migration Bureau Average Application Preparation Time Frame

	Visa Class
	Time Frame for Canada

	Skills
	6-14 Weeks

	Business
	8-20 Weeks

	Spousal
	4-6 Weeks

	Family
	4-12 Weeks


� All the time frames mentioned are dependent on applicant’s ability to obtain the required documentation and to comply with other application requirements without delay.





